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A PUBLICATION FOR THE EMPLOYEES OF HAZLETON-SAINT JOSEPH MEDICAL CENTER 
Sister Edwinalda Receives P.E.A.R.L. Award 
All of us here at Hazleton-Saint 
Joseph Medical Center were both 
proud and pleased to learn that our 
President, Sister M. Edwinalda, was 
chosen as one of six local women to 
receive the first P.E.A.R.L. Awards, 
given by the Hazleton YWCA. 
The prestigious Award is given in 
recognition of women who have ex-
celled in their profession and/or 
made a significant contribution to 
their employer in an executive, man-
agerial or supervisory capacity. 
The P.E.A.R.L. Award is a program 
of the United States YWCA which 
takes on a special meaning in each 
YWCA and community in which it is 
implemented. 
The "P" stands for Professional. 
The "E" for Excellence. 
The ''A'' for Achievement. 
The "R" for Role Model and 
Responsibility. 
and The "L" for Leadership. 
Through the program the " Y" 
wishes to acknowledge the diverse 
gifts of women in the community to 
provide positive models for all 
women and girls. 
Sister M. Edwinalda serves as 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer of Hazleton-Saint Joseph 
Medical Center. In this capacity she 
oversees daily operations of the ZOO 
bed acute care facility, and its over 
550 employees. Sister reports directly 
to the Board of Directors of Saint 
Joseph and to the Bernardine Sisters 
of the Third Order of Saint Francis, 
who operate the facility. 
Under Sister's direction Saint 
Joseph's has become one of the most 
modern hospitals in Northeastern 
Pennsylvania. Improvements were 
made not only to the physical plant 
but to innovative programs and ser-
vices as well. These improvements 
included creation of a new intensive 
care facility, installation of computer 
technology for many purposes within 
the hospital, and an expanded radi-
ology department. 
Sister's guidance was also instru-
mental in the development of a first 
of its kind Ambulatory Care Center 
within the hospital, and establish-
ment of satellite facilities in Shenan-
doah, Weatherly, Tresckow, Conyng-
ham, Ringtown and Freeland. A new 
Cancer Treatment Center was also 
developed to serve the Greater Hazle-
ton Area. 
The growth of Saint Joseph's is 
evidenced by the near doubling of 
the number of employees during her 
tenure as Administrator and Presi-
dent. Sister maintains a commitment 
to excellence in quality patient care. 
Sister attended Mount Alvernia 
High School in Reading, Pa. A Regis-
tered Nurse, she received her nursing 
training at Bon Secours Hospital, 
Baltimore, Maryland and received a 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing Ed-
ucation from College Misericordia, 
Dallas, Pa. Sister received a Master 
of Science in Nursing Service Admin-
istration from Saint Louis University, 
where she also received certification 
in Hospital Administration. 
Sister Edwinalda began her voca-
tion as an elementary school teacher, 
serving the educational and spiritual 
needs of children at St. Ladislaus 
School, Natrona, Pa., Transfiguration 
School, West Hazleton, Pa., and St. 
Mary's School, Dickson City, Pa. 
Sister served as Administrator of 
Mary Immaculate Hospital, Newport 
News, Virginia where she completed 
a major building program. 
She is a member of the American 
College of Health Care Executives, 
Hospital Council of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania, Blue Cross Advisory 
Committee, Hazleton Vocational-
Technical School Practical Nursing 
Advisory Committee, and serves as a 
Trustee of Mary Immaculate Hos-
pital, Newport News, Virginia. 
Sister's family resides in Wilkes-
Barre, Pa. 
In addition to Sister other recipients 
of the P.E.A.R.L. Award were: Mar-
tha Herron, Hazleton Area Manager 
for P.P. & L; Judith Orman, German 
Teacher for Hazleton High School; 
Dr. Geraldine Shepperson, Nursing 
Services Supervisor for the Hazleton 
Area School District; Sophie Vener-
oso, owner of the Diamond Super 
Market and Therese Zogby, Super-
visor a-t Hazleton Catholic Social 
Services. 
Over two hundred people attended 
a dinner program honoring the six on 
January 24 at Genetti' s Motor Lodge. 
Eighty six people attended on be-
half of the Medical Center and its 
Auxiliary. 
The turnout proved to be a fitting 
tribute to Sister Edwinalda on the 
occasion of this most distinguished 
Honor. 
Front row L·R: Sister Edwinalda, Martha Herron 
and Sophie Veneroso. 
Back raw L-R: Susan Nenstie/, Speaker; Gerry 
Shepperson, Therese Zogby, judith Orman and 
Clemie Yamona, Honorary Chairperson. 
The Pharmacy Department shares the 
spirit! 
A child is born . .. The beauty of the 
manger in the chapel brought home the 
true meaning of Christmas! 
in Laundry! 
at 0/B 
Christmas is a special time for 
everyone, and here at HSJMC the 
joys of the most blessed and festive 
of seasons were evident as each 
department celebrated with parties 
on Friday, December 19th. 
Then on Christmas Eve, the jolly 
old gent himself paid both patients 
and employees a visit. 
Special thanks to Mr. Bob DeMatt 
of Purchasing for his help in booking 
Santa on his most busy day. Mr. 
DeMatt and Mr. Claus are not only 
old friends, but former classmates!! 
The Auxiliary spread Seasons Greetings 
with Poinsettia 's for our patients. 
Santa's Rounds! 
and Dietary 
Merry Xmas Sister Fides! 
Exchanging gifts at Medical Records. 
Respiratory Care 's special Christmas 





This late word, just in ... 
The following members were elected to 
the second term of the Hazleton-Saint 
Joseph Medical Center Employees As-
sociation: 
Scott Steiner - Security 
Debbie Wysocky- Ward Clerk/ICU 
Robert DeMatt - Purchasing 
Terry Purcell - Personnel 
Charles Craver - Maintenance 
Joann Chura - Medical Records 
Arlene Bartol - LPN 
We congratulate the winners and wish 
them success for the coming year! 







for their hard work and dedication in 
making the Associations first year a suc-
cessful one. 
If you have any ideas for coming activ-
ities contact any of the new members or 
the Personnel Office. 
New Employees 
Angeline Vito ...... . .......... LPN 
Edward Kacelowicz .. . 
.. . Building & Grounds Tech 
John Yeager . . ... .. ...... ~ed.Tech 
Jennifer Werst. .......... ~ed. Tech 
Joe ~cGasko . . . 
... Security Guard Trainee 
Eleanor Breznitsky ... 
... Food Service Helper 
Gina Debello ........... Nurse Aide 
Mary Beth Cannon .. Graduate Nurse 
Stacey Diefenderfer . .. 
... High School Aide 
John Pellock ... 
. . . Maintenance Mechanic 
Tim Scheeler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . RN 
Cathy Lyons . . .. . ....... Nurse Aide 
Elizabeth Sando .. . 
. .. Patient Discharge Coordinator 
Carol Barletta ........ . .... . .... RN 
Cheryl Wassel ... . ............. RN 
Kim Hinkle .... . ......... .. .... RN 
Joanna Timcho .......... ... . . . LPN 
Tammy Parlatore . . . . . . . . . . . . . LPN 
Helen Wright ....... . ......... LPN 
Carmelita Klatch ............ .. LPN 
Karen Locke .................. LPN 
Paula Borkey .. . .............. LPN 
Karen Bunchalk ... ... ......... LPN 
Barbara Greech ......... X-Ray Tech 
Diane Attore ....... . ... X-Ray Tech 
Janet Koslosky ... Nuclear ~ed. Tech 
Tracey Feaster. ....... .. Ward Clerk 
Kathy Thomas . . . . . . . . Per Diem RN 
Carol Birkelbaugh ..... Per Diem RN 
Debbie Ulicny .... . ... Per Diem RN 
Barbara Wasilewski ... Per Diem RN 
Janet Masinick . ...... . Per Diem RN 
Ann Debello ....... .. . Per Diem RN 
Al Hartig .............. . Accountant 
Mary Knee per ...... Cleaning Person 
Jane Wasser. ....... Cleaning Person 
Frances Langan ......... Ward Clerk 
Gail Lipinski ...... . .... Ward Clerk 
Donna Smith ... Food Service Helper 
Kim Litchko .... Food Service Helper 
Susan Vendura .. . 
... Business Office Clerk 
Sharon Bednar . . . . . . Pharmacy Aide 
Gary Christopher. ... ... Chern. Tech 
Mary Beth Dymek .............. RN 
Lynn Hinkle .................. LPN 
Tammy Tom basco .......... . .. LPN 
Dolores McAloose .... . ........ LPN 
Judy Palmer .. ... ... .. ........ LPN 
Barbara ~olnar .. .... .......... RN 
Gail Terracino ......... . ....... RN 
Tony Nicholas .......... Transporter 
Gail Omolecki ... Patient Registration 
Dolores Galitsky ............... RN 
Carol Kongsley .............. ... RN 
Theresa Schlack ......... EEG/ENG 
Edith Sheua ............ Ward Clerk 
Wedding Bells c{)t1 
Terry Purcell on his marriage to 
Virginia Zakrewsky. 
Donna Tucker on her marriage to 
Dominick Piccione. 
Jackie Steiber on her marriage to 
Joseph DeAngelo. 
Donna W ensko on her marriage to 
James Prokopic. 
Joseph ~cAloose on his marriage to 
Regina Senchalk. 
New Arrivals 
Paula (X-Ray Secretary) and Timmy 
(X-Ray Tech) Gutsie - a son, Justine 
Timothy. 
Dolores (Admitting) and ~ichael 
(Construction) Kempchinsky- a son, 
~ikel Paul. 
Susan (RN) and Thomas Shane - a 
daughter, Robin Lee . 
~ary Ann. (Unit Clerk II) and 
Christopher Onderko - a daughter, 
Nicole Marie. 
Angela (Unit Clerk II) and ~ark 
Scatl;on- a daughter, Amanda Louise. 
Ellen (RN) and Harry Jacobs - a 
daughter, Allison Rose. 
Mary Ann Saczewski (Dietician) 
and Gary Swartz - a son, ~ichael 
Christopher. 
Licensure & § 
Certification 
Janet Bigotski is now a Registered 
Operating Room Technician. 
Brenda Boretski is now a registered 
Operating Room Technician. • 
Chester Sloski is now ASCP Regis-
tered ~edical Technologist. 
John Yeager is now ASCP Register-
ed Medical Technologist. 
Jennifer Werst is now ASCP Regis-
tered Medical Technologist. 
Karen Bunchalk is now a Licensed 
Practical Nurse. 
Janet Koslosky is now Certified as a 
Radiologic Technologist. 
Marsha Kester is now ASCP Cer-
tified ~edical Lab Technician. 
Lawson Certified 
Donna Lawson, R.N., B.S.N. has 
been certified as an affiliate faculty 
member of Advanced Cardiac Life 
Support and has also been informed 
of her certification as an American 





Debi Zellner, Clerk/Typist, to Sec-
retary to Vice President. 
Nancy Gerlach, Receptionist, to 
Secretary to Vice President. 
Rita ~atakonis, RN Shenandoah, to 
Ringtown . 
*Stell~ _~arkunas, RN ICU, to As-
sistant Nurse Manager 004. 
Tina Caputa, Ward Clerk Weather-
ly, to Home Care Clerk/Receptionist. 
Lea Ann Dura, Business Office, to 
Clerk/Typist. 
Paula Billy, LPN 009, to LPN ICU. 
Krystina Grotnick, Food Service 
Helper, to Cook Trainee. 
~ary Tunnessen, LPN 002, to LPN 
004. 
Leona Kuzda, Ward Clerk, to Diet 
Office Clerk. 
Mario Jordan, Transporter, to Stock 
Room Clerk. 
Mary Pavelle, Ward Clerk 003, to 
Ward Clerk 011. 
~artha Simko, Pharmacy Aide, to 
Patient Registration Clerk. 
*Promotion 
Welcome Tom nz" 
Thomas J. Zavalydriga was recently 
p.ppointed Director of Physical Med-
icine here at the Medical Center. 
In his new position Mr. Zavalydriga 
will be in charge of all aspects of the 
Physical Medicine Department, in-
cluding sports medicine and new 
program development. 
Mr. Zavalydriga is former Facility 
Director of Keystone Rehabilitation 
Systems of Allentown and also served 
as Director of Physical Therapy at 
Good Shepherd Rehabilitation Hos-
pital. In addition, he was affiliated 
with the Williamsport Hospital for 
nearly fifteen { 15) years. 
The new Director is a graduate of 
the D.T. Watson School of Physical 
Therapy, University of Pittsburgh, 
and Lock Haven State College. He has 
taken post-graduate courses at Indi-
ana State University. 
Zavalydriga is currently Chairman 
of the Pennsylvania Board of Physical 
Therapy, where he also sat as Vice-
Chairman since 1983. He also serves 
as a Clinical Supervisor for ten { 10) 
colleges and universities. . 
He currently resides in Breinigs- ;:·, 
ville with his son Keith. , .. 
We all extend our best wishes to 
Tom "Z"! 
Thank-you Helen! 
The Library Lounge was the setting 
last November as some 20 of her co-
workers honored Helen Ashman, 
R.N. who retired after 20 years service 
to HSJMC. 
The following tribute was presented 
to Belen at the affair .. . 
We are here this evening to honor 
a very special person in our lives -
a very dear friend and co-worker. 
She has touched many lives, not 
only ours, but the many patients she 
has cared for. 
With her truly genuine qualities of 
sweetness, gentleness and kindness 
she has helped her patients cope with 
their - loneliness, fears and anxieties 
- Hers was the warm hand tha~ 
touched them in the night. 
Each of us can remember at least 
once, if not mor~. when she has been 
there for us - to listen to our fears 
and to wipe our tears. But with a 
warm arm around our shoulders, she 
would console us and help us to smile. 
There is only one very special lady 
that fulfills . this image. It is with deep 
respect and admiration that we honor 
her. 
To this very special woman -
Helen Ashman we make this toast. 
God Bless You! 
A Good-Bye 
Message 
Nick Kotchision, a regular con-
tributor to "Life Lines" , recently 
began a new effort teaching hearing 
impaired children. 
Nick asked that the following con-
tribution to be published: 
A STILL VOICE 
Quiet the noise of my soul, Lord. 
Make me deaf to the chaos outside 
so that I may hear Your still voice 
filling my being. 
Take away the noise, 0 Lord, 
that I may be quiet and at peace 
once more. 
Noise abounds within and without 
of me at times, 
and I find no comfort or rest. 
Lord, You had nowhere to lay Your 
head. 
Who am I to ask for the privilege 
of such a comfort? 
Let me look to You, 0 Jesus, 
that I may come to know, 
and not just believe, 
that You are really the Way, 
the Truth, and 
the Life. 
There is none other! 
I am a follower of You, Lord, 
now and forever. 
Grant that should I reject or deny 
You, 
that I may be like St. Peter 
who recognized his sin, 
and repented. 
Amen! 
This poem of inspiration is dedi-
cated to all the Bernardine Sisters 
and Workers at the Hazleton-St. 
Joseph Medical Center. 
May God be with all of you always 
and in all ways, and please pray for 
me, as I will do the same for all of 
you. 
Sincerely yours, 
Nick G. Kotchision 
Auxiliary Installs 
The Medical Center Auxiliary in-
stalled its 1987 officers during a 
Christmas Party at Carmen's Restaur-
ant. Officers are: Josephine Nydock, 
Chaplain; Margaret Dufford, Treas-
urer; Catherine Paranac, Secretary; 
Isabella Baltrushus, President; Sister 
M. Edwinalda, Financial Secretary; 
Helen Herr, and 1st Vice-President; 
Bob DeMatt. 
Thanks for the 
Cheer! 
We thank the following groups for 
their efforts in making the holidays 
happier for our patients and employ-
ees: Bloomsburg University Toys for 
Tots Program, Hazleton Barbershop-
pers, Pulaski Club, St. Joseph School 
6th Graders, National Video Store, 
and West Hazleton State Store. 
Each group provided entertain-
ment, gifts and Christmas Cheer to 
all! Thanks! 
Feedback 
The Hazleton-Saint Joseph Medical 
Center's newsletter, ''Lifelines'' is for 
all employees. We welcome your 
comments and criticisms! 
Please forward any feedback and 
ideas through either the Personnel 
Office or the Public Relations Depart-
ment. 
Lifelines 
This newsletter is published quar-
terly for the staff and employees of 
the Hazleton-Saint Joseph Medical 
Center, 669 North Church Street, 
Hazleton, PA 18201. 
Sister M. Edwinalda, President 
Pat Ward, Editor 
Tom Yurish, Personnel Director 
Stacey Anthony, Production Assistant 
Materials used may be reprinted 
without permission provided appro-
priate source credit is provided. 
An Equal Opportunity Employer. 
